Before proposing future strategies, it is useful to reflect briefly on the cur rent situation. In the EU, Directive 2010/63/EU requires Member States to apply the 3Rs and encourages the further development of new 3R methods and techniques. Research funding programs identify the replacement of an imal models as scientific and policy objectives; and several publicly funded national centers are now dedicated to developing, validating, and promoting alternative methods. The EU Reference Laboratory for Alternatives to Ani mal Testing, the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods (EURL-ECVAM) has, among its duties and tasks, the remit to coordinate and promote the development and use of alternatives to procedures in the areas of basic and applied research and regulatory testing (European
. Each of these achievements has come about because of pressure from citizens and animal advocacy organizations, and each has created a momentum of its own so that further progress is inevi table. At the same time, the number of animals used in scientific procedures in the EU appears to be increasing (Taylor and Rego, 2016) Parliament, 2010, Recital 2 ) ; but current practice has not caught up.
; and animal use is robustly defended by powerful commercial, academic, and charitable organi zations. It is legal to restrain conscious non-human primates (NHPs), so they are unable to move at all for long periods, and to poison animals to death by applying toxic chemicals to their skin. The scientific revolution is undoubtedly underway, and Directive 2010/63/EU identifies animal welfare as a "value of the Union" (European
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The Politics of Animal Experimentation: An Overview
The development of current European regulatory frameworks can be seen as the culmination of a series of historical confrontations between animal us ers and advocates (Lyons, 2011 ) Directive 1986 / 609 EE c; Council of the European Communities, 1986) , Lyons (2011) (Persson, 2007) (Home Office, 2010 ). An associated imbalance, concerning access to scientific and politi cal decision makers (Lyons, 2011) Leaman, 2016; Leaman, Latter and Clemence, 2014) (Persson, 2007) ( Osborn, 2002 The fifth term of the European Parliament (1999 Parliament ( -2004 (Jennings, 2010 ) (European Parliament, 2007 , P6_TA (2007 
. By identifying five "critical junctures", includ ing the adoption of the United Kingdom's Cruelty to Animals Act in 1876, the Royal Commission of 1912, and the adoption of the Animals (Scientific Proce dures) Act in 1986 ( UK's transposition of
